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 "I find the current atmosphere of self-righteous moralizing and vindictive 
 internet mobs in the discipline deeply disturbing (whether the mob is on the 
 left or the right). Such attitudes easily produce injustice and cruelty to 
 individuals and unwise and counter-productive policy-making. Here I’m 
 moralizing too, though not naming individuals or proposing policies. The 
 effects would be much less serious if universities could be trusted to observe 
 basic principles of fairness and due process and to fulfil their duties of care 
 to both students and employees, but they can’t. Like most other institutions, 
 they are more concerned to protect their reputations, which typically 
 involves trying to cover up a problem or, if that fails, summary dismissal of 
 alleged culprits. But those institutional failings are not specific to 
 philosophy." (Professor Timothy Williamson, Wykeham Professor of Logic, 
 University of Oxford) 

 
 

I. Background and being stalked: 2008-2013 
 
 “Charlotte Coursier was a Borderline Personality Disordered sexual 
 harasser, liar, fantasist, psychopath and stalker. The actual cause of 
 Coursier’s suicide on 10 June 2013 was feminist hysteria in Oxford.” 
 

II. Being lynched: 2013-2014 
 
 “In 2013-2014, I was witch hunted by a feminist vigilante smear campaign, 
 which successfully drove me out of my job in Oxford, and drove me, my wife 
 and frightened 4 year old son out of town, with fabricated accusations, 
 intimidation and harassment. I eventually proved them false and was 
 reinstated.” 
 

III. Blacklisting: 2014-2018 
 
 “After I was reinstated in 2014, I was then academically blacklisted, 
 ostracized, treated as an outcast, prevented from publishing, and then 
 quietly forced out again in 2016, being left unemployed, unwell and unable 
 to work. (Last year in August 2017, I had a heart attack.)” 
 

IV. Topics: DV, false accusations, social justice vigilantism 
 
  



I. Background and being stalked: 2008-2013 
 
The details of this are described at a stand-alone blog here: 
 

https://stalkingtimeline.blogspot.co.uk 
 
I’ve noticed that people really do not like to hear about this. It undermines all of their 
prior gynocentric prejudices and biases:  
 
 Charlotte Coursier was a Borderline Personality Disordered sexual 
 harasser, liar, fantasist, psychopath and stalker. The actual cause of 
 Coursier’s suicide on 10 June 2013 was feminist hysteria in Oxford. 
 
I was her victim. She was the perpetrator. She lied about everything and left behind a 
non-trivial list of other victims, including her boyfriend, and several other ex-partners 
traumatized by her crazy toxic abuse. Anyone who has seen the move Fatal 
Attraction will recognise many of these kinds of incidents.  
 

• Nov 2008 - Feb 2009: “Countless suicide threats”; two thwarted attempts. 
• Feb 2009 - May 2009: End of earlier frantic period; stability. 
• Jun 2009 - Oct 2010: Extremely close friendship for 18 months. 
• Oct 2010: I break up with my wife in Oct 2010 and move in with a friend. 
• Nov 2010: Brief relationship; domestic violence; sexual assaults; stalking. 
• Dec 2010 - Jan 2011: Threats, harassment, stalking; I contact her friend Rosa 

for help. 
• Jan 2011 - Mar 2012: Threats, harassment, stalking. 
• Mar 2012 - Oct 2012: Long illness; follows us to Oxford;   
• Oct 2012 - Mar 2013: In Oxford, Coursier stalks my wife in Oxford; 

Warneford Hospital; abortion (“felt she had murdered her child”). 
• Mar 2013: Coursier becomes involved with American feminist activists 

(Brooke Berndtson and Suzanne Holsomback), who begin to take control of 
her life, as Coursier starts making fantastic claims about me, to gain sympathy 
from her boyfriend. Their feminist hysteria destroys her life. 

• Mar 2013: Faculty notified that Coursier is a suicide risk (this is ignored) 
• May 2013: Renewed stalking; I ask her to leave me alone (she was contacting 

me because she knew her boyfriend was about to dump her and she wanted me 
to somehow rescue her again; I knew none of this) 

• May 2013: Retaliation; lies; cajolement by feminist activists who “believe” 
the fantasies, but are ruining her life;  

• May 2013: Receive “PIN” from TVP, who are notified of her mental 
instability; I notify Pembroke’s Academic Director and Chaplain of my 
extremely serious concerns. 

• 3 Jun 2013: More stalking; I try to report this to TVP. 
• 10 Jun 2013: Coursier’s boyfriend dumps her in London; she returns to 

Oxford & commits suicide few hours later in her home, just a few metres 
away from Berndtson who is in the next room. 

• Coursier was driven to suicide by feminist hysteria and zealotry. 
  



Summary of Coursier’s abuse, assaults, stalking & harassment of me 
 

1	Nov	-	Nov	2010	 Domestic	violence	and	sexual	assaults	by	Coursier	
25	Nov	2010	 Breaking	off	contact	
c	10	Dec	2010	 Stalking	
10	Dec	-	31	Dec	2010	 Stalking	
29	Dec	2010	-	5	Jan	2011		 Stalking	&	threats;	hundreds	of	texts	and	threatening	messages	
2	Jan	2011	 Stalking;	messages.	Ignored.	
4	Jan	2011	 Stalking	&	threatening	message.	Ignored	
Jan	-	March	2011	 Moving	abroad,	PTSD	
24	March	2011	 Stalking	in	Edinburgh	pub.	Ignored.	
25	March	2011	 Coursier	emails	me.	Ignored.	
3	June	2011	 Contact	and	abuse;	thanks	me	for	saving	her	life	and	degree;	followed	

by	abuse;	I	reply:	“Please	stop	sending	abusive	and	threatening	
emails”,	9	July	2011	22:53:39	BST.	

Jun	-	Aug	2011	 Stalking	and	a	barrage	of	abuse	and	threats;	I	ignored	them	all;		
Aug	2011	-	Mar	2013		 Three	mistakes:	each	was	an	attempt	to	placate	her.	Coursier	is	BPD.	
November	2011	 Mistake	1:	Conversations	on	Skype.	
March	2012	 Mistake	2:	Stalking	me	to	Oxford;	and	severe	illness.		
30	Nov	2012		 Stalking	at	Philosophy	Faculty.	Approaches	me	for	an	insane	

conversation:	her	father	“repeatedly	raped”	her	mother;	her	mother’s	
friend	had	sexually	abused	her	as	a	child;	her	father,	diagnosed	with	
Narcissistic	Personality	Disorder,	had	“fantasied	about	murdering	his	
children	and	being	crucified”.	I	make	an	excuse,	leave	and	go	home.	
The	conversation	lasted	at	most	3	or	4	minutes;	the	only	occasion	we	
spoke	to	each	other	in	Oxford,	or	face-to-face	for	two	and	half	years.	

Oct	2012	-	Feb	2013	 Stalking	my	wife	&	son.	
Mar	2013		 Stalking	my	wife	out	of	Oxford	
Mar	2013	 Notifying	others	&	Philosophy	Faculty.	Mistake	3:	try	to	placate	her.	
Mar	2013	 Boyfriend	persuades	Coursier	to	have	an	abortion	and	she	felt	she	

had	“murdered	her	child”	and	could	not	get	over	it.	
6	May	2013	 Stalking	at	Philosophy	Faculty.	I	ignore	it.	
7	May	2013		 Stalking	at	Pembroke	College.	I	ignore	her.	
7	May	2013	 I	email	her	a	request	to	leave	me	alone.	
7	May	-	22	May	2013	 Retaliation:	slander,	fabrication	and	harassment	from	Coursier.	
15	-	17	May	2013	 Replying	to	lies	and	harassment;	remind	her	of	assault,	threats	and	

abuse	in	the	past;	remind	her	of	the	help	she	had	received	from	me.	
19	May	2013	 Lies,	false	accusations	to	the	police,	“PIN”;	I	tell	PC	Wizard	that	

Coursier	was	stalking	and	harassing	me;	she	had	been	extremely	
violent	to	me;	she	had	a	police	record	in	Scotland;	and	I	had	asked	her	
to	stop	contacting	me.	I	describe	her	suicide	attempts	in	the	past.	I	
explain	that	I	am	extremely	concerned	about	her.	

22	May	2013	 Withdrawal	of	her	accusations;	wants	no	one	to	be	told.	I	tell	PC	
Osborne	that	Coursier	stalked,	harassed,	threatened	and	abused	me	
for	years	and	I	had	told	her	to	stop	contacting	me	at	my	seminars.	

3	Jun	2013	 Stalking	at	Philosophy	Faculty.	I	ignore	it.	
5	Jun	2013	 Reporting	stalking	to	Thames	Valley	Police.	I	try	to	report	this	to	PC	

Wizard.	He	is	off-duty.	
10	Jun	2013	 Boyfriend	dumps	her;	she	makes	suicide	threats;	she	commits	suicide.	



 
II. Being lynched: 2013-2014 

 
After Coursier’s boyfriend dumps her and she commits suicide (10 June 2013), I then 
get witch hunted, lynched and publicly vilified with brazenly fabricated lies. The 
details of this are described at a stand alone blogpost here: 
 

https://academiccrucible.blogspot.co.uk/2017/12/the-academic-crucible.html 
 
 “In 2013-2014, I was witch hunted by a feminist vigilante smear  campaign, 
 which successfully drove me out of my job in Oxford, and drove me, my wife 
 and frightened 4 year old son out of town, with fabricated accusations, 
 intimidation and harassment.” 
 
At every single point in this vigilante feminist witch hunt I was presumed guilty and 
had to fight to prove my innocence. At no point was I ever given the basic right to be 
presumed innocent. The actual cause of Coursier’s suicide was feminist hysteria in 
Oxford. This timeline is quite detailed, so I shall run through it quickly. 
 

Timeline 
 

• June 2013: Berndtson (Coursier’s American feminist housemate) slanders me 
as a “murderer” at Coursier’s funeral; this is reported to me by others there. 

• June 2013: Berndtson recruits vigilante feminists Paula Boddington and 
others, as a mob smearing me and demanding I be fired. Presumption of guilt. 

• Sept 2013: Berndtson slanders me as “harassing a student to death” on 
Twitter. 

• Sept 2013: Berndtson anonymously cyber-harasses me, calling me a 
“murderer”; I report this to the police and university. 

• Sept 2013: My confidential report is leaked by graduate director Arntzenius to 
Boddington, who contacts the police and calls me a liar. Presumption of guilt. 

• Sept 2013: I complain to the university about harassment. 
• Sept 2013: Boddington emails the university making false accusations against 

me (this is kept secret; I do not discover this until the following year). 
• Oct 2013: Boddington contacts Oxfordshire coroner’s office and makes false 

accusations against me. Presumption of guilt. 
• Oct 2013: I’m told that the university (Director of Human Resources, 

Registrar) does not consider the accusations against me a serious matter. 
• Oct 2013: I’m told by my lawyer Simon Graham-Harrison that the 

Oxfordshire Coroner has looked at this and considers me irrelevant. 
• Oct 2013: My college, where there are several eyewitnesses, insists that this is 

not a serious matter. 
• Oct 2013: Prof Christopher Shields (Head of Faculty) is now asked to 

“investigate”. He presumes me guilty. He does not investigate anything; he 
consults a small amount of doctored evidence; ignores a huge quantity of 
evidence; speaks to no witnesses and ignores the advice of the university 
administration and the advice of my college’s Academic Director (also an 
eyewitness).  



• Oct 2013: An Oxford feminist graduate student writes anonymous blog at 
Jennifer Saul’s “What is it like to be a women in philosophy” blog, calling me 
“murderer”, “sexual harasser” and “blackmailer”. These are disgusting 
defamatory fabrications. They are distributed on social media. Presumption of 
guilt. 

• Oct 2013: I complain about this to the Graduate Director Arntzenius. He 
informs me that the vigilante lynch mob is “frenzied”. Presumption of guilt. 

• Nov 2013: Prof Shields writes to Oxford’s Registrar demanding I be fired.  
• Nov 2013: Prof Shields ignores repeated emails from an important witness. He 

is a “spineless coward”, in the words of a senior Oxford figure, and has 
“thrown me to the wolves”. 

• Nov 2013: I’m now informed that Prof Shields (Faculty Head) has demanded I 
be fired, and that an Oxford lawyer, Saphieh Ashtiany has shown them how to 
conduct my being fired. Presumption of guilt. 

• Nov 2013: My College (Dame Lynne Brindley, Prof Mark Fricker and lawyer 
Henry Mendus)  rejects this, on their own legal advice, and refuses to 
participate, describing Ashtiany’s advice as “hysterical”. 

• Dec 2013 - Feb 2014: I now have to try and defend myself against this attack 
of false accusations. The university reveals to me a large cache of prior 
documents never shown to me before, including some fantastic lies that 
Coursier had made by email, complete fabrication about her past, and insane 
slanderous rumours that had been distributed about me after June 2013. 

• Jan 2014: I have only 8 weeks to try and prepare opposition to the 
University’s attack, but I have no funds to pay for a lawyer. Four friends lend 
me about £10,000 to pay for a small amount of legal advice. 

• Jan 2014: The lawyer I had hired in December suddenly announces she is “off 
work” (I am certain she was pressurized by powerful people in Oxford not to 
defend me). Her sudden withdrawal means I lose the official opportunity to 
reply to the University. I have to quickly hire a new lawyer, Jill, and pay her 
upfront (over the next three weeks she does some extra work for me pro bono, 
seeing how unfairly I am being treated). 

• Feb 2014: Berndtson (or Boddington, or both) again anonymously cyber-
harasses me, calling me a “murderer”. My wife and son are extremely 
distressed by this. I report this again to the police and university. Friends and 
police advise us to leave for our safety. 

• Feb 2014: Coroner’s assistant emails me and tells me I am not going to be 
mentioned at the inquest to be held on 26 Feb 2014. 

• Feb 2014: A secret hearing is held. University offers no witnesses: simply 
Faculty Head Shields making absurd false accusations and demanding I be 
fired. 

• Feb 2014: Shields perjures himself covering up the fact that welfare 
notifications about Coursier’s suicidal background had been ignored by the 
Faculty Graduate Teaching Co-ordinator, Dr Bill Child. Presumption of guilt. 

• Feb 2014: We leave Oxford for our safety and drive to Scotland. 
• Feb 2014: Without notifying me or consulting me and contradicting what I’d 

been told a few days earlier, Assistant Coroner Nicholas Graham reads out 
fabrications about me, based on no evidence at all. Presumption of guilt. He 
also refuses to show me any of the statements he used. 



• Feb 2014: Newspapers (The Daily Mail and others) print outrageously 
fabricated story about me. They do not contact me for a reply. I am forbidden 
by University from replying. Presumption of guilt. 

• Feb 2014: Feminist activist Jennifer Saul libels me on her Feminist 
Philosophers weblog. 

• Mar 2014: Feminist vigilante activists who have been smearing me and 
campaining against me for six months author an apoplectic smearing “Open 
Letter”, demanding I be punished. This is distributed on the feminist activist 
website Feminist Philosophers, run by vigilante feminist Jennifer Saul. 
Presumption of guilt. 

• Mar 2014: My wife complains to the University about me being smeared with 
lies and us being harassed. Presumption of guilt. Vigilantism. 

• Mar 2014: Oxford Pro-Vice-Chancellor Dr Stephen Goss fires me, adding as a 
reason that I had complained about us being harassed and driven from our 
home by vigilantism. Presumption of guilt. 

• Mar 2014: I publish a statement at Leiter’s webblog summarizing events, 
including the vigilante smear campaign. 

• Mar - Jun 2014: I prepare what becomes a complicated appeal against this. 
• Apr 2014: My female undergraduates get together and write a confidential 

protest letter against my being fired. 
• May 2014: Ex-students, colleagues and three ex-employers write confidential 

letters opposing my being fired. 
• June 2014: After being shown the evidence, Oxfordshire’s Senior Coroner 

Darren Salter sends me a letter apologising for what happened in February 
2014, making it clear that what was read out were merely statements made by 
Berndtson and Fardell; that I am guilty of nothing; that I did not “follow” 
Coursier to Oxford; that her claims were “what she told her friends”; and that I 
notified others including the police of my serious “concerns about her mental 
state”. 

• Aug 2014: I win the appeal and am reinstated. 
• Aug 2014: I am left homeless and penniless, with huge debts. 
• Aug 2014: The Sunday Times interviews me and reports my being reinstated. 
• Oct 2014: University secretly punishes me again, silences me and threatens to 

punish me if I speak out. 
• Oct 2014: Tim Horder, editor of Oxford Magazine, authors an editorial which 

is actually about my case, criticzing the University’s secret methods. 
 
 
  



Individuals/groups involved in the vigilante witch hunt:  
 

• Feminist vigilantes: Brooke Berndtson, Suzanne Holsomback, Kate Tomas, 
Luke Brunning, Sarah Pine, OUSU, Jacob Williamson, Rachel Fraser & many 
other feminist vigilante activists. 

• Vigilante academics: Paula Boddington, Christopher Shields, Frank 
Arntzenius, Jessica Moss, Jennifer Saul, Stephen Goss, Richard Pettigrew. 

 
Here is the FB timeline photo, from 14 February 2014, of one of the most active 
vigilantes, Rachel Fraser (one of the main authors of the unhinged “Open Letter” a 
few weeks later demanding I be fired). It’s a death threat. This vigilante zealot is now 
a Research Fellow at Cambridge. 
 

  



III. Blacklisting: 2014-2018 
 

 After I was reinstated in 2014, I was then academically blacklisted, ostracized, 
 treated as an outcast, prevented from publishing, and then quietly forced out 
 again in 2016, being left unemployed, unwell and unable to work. (Last year 
 in August 2017, I had a heart attack.) 
 
• Aug 2014: I was silenced and threatened, if I spoke out again.  
• Sept 2014: The Times Higher contacted me, but I decided to not to reply. I 

was, by then, too ill and exhausted to do anything. I was penniless and 
effectively homeless.  

• Sept 2014: I briefly complained on the academic blog, M-Phi, I had created in 
2010, about the lynch mob. But my objections led to me being publicly 
attacked yet again, with public accusations from feminist blogs, and my being 
institutionally threatened and silenced again. 

• Sept 2014: One of my accusers, a male feminist philosophy 
academic, Professor Richard Pettigrew, stole my M-Phi blog from me and 
now uses it to promote himself, while also courageously blacklisting me, 
ensuring I cannot work or make a living.  

• Feb 2016: Pettigrew used his status and political power at his University to 
have me uninvited from a logic conference I’d been invited to speak at in 
2016. 

• Jan - Jun 2016: Having been reinstated in 2014 and the lies exposed, I 
assumed I’d be treated fairly. I was not. Two years later, in 2016, I was pushed 
out, under the bizarre pretext of my having not replied to a non-existent email, 
a metaphysical crime.  

• May 2017: my ex-colleague Prof Timothy Williamson, Wyckham Professor of 
Logic at Oxford, and probably the most important and influential living 
philosopher, commented in an interview about the serious problems currently 
befalling the academic philosophy profession. He commented, in response to 
the question "Do you find any trends in philosophy disconcerting?”, 
 
 "I find the current atmosphere of self-righteous moralizing and 
 vindictive internet mobs in the discipline deeply disturbing (whether 
 the mob is on the left or the right). Such attitudes easily produce 
 injustice and cruelty to individuals and unwise and counter-
 productive policy-making. Here I’m moralizing too, though not 
 naming individuals or proposing policies. The effects would be much 
 less serious if universities could be trusted to observe basic principles 
 of fairness and due process and to fulfil their duties of care to both 
 students and employees, but they can’t. Like most other institutions, 
 they are more concerned to protect their reputations, which 
 typically involves trying to cover up a problem or, if that fails, 
 summary dismissal of alleged culprits. But those institutional failings 
 are not specific to philosophy." 

 
  



IV. Topics: DV, false accusations, social justice vigilantism & witch hunts 
 

• BPD and stalking 
• Sexual victimization with female perpetrators (BBC 3 documentary) 
• Fiebert 2012 
• PASK 2011 
• Partner Abuse 
• Mark Pearson, Carl Sargeant, Erin Pizzey 
• False accusations database 
• Factors driving false accusations 
• Totalitarian features of the false accusations industry 
• Experiences of the falsely accused 
• Social justice humiliation and shaming. 

 


